State and Federal Priorities Shift to Funding for American Security
In the wake of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center, much of the focus at the federal, state and city levels was on providing the services needed for victims and the funding necessary for intelligence and military services. Now the federal government is addressing its annual funding bills, bills to increase monitoring of international students and other shortterm visa holders, and the mental health needs of the country.
The state legislature will reconvene in mid-October either to extend their continuing resolution or to provide a final budget (originally scheduled for passage on April 1, 2001). The Technology Transfer Summit which Columbia is organizing with Cornell University and the State Science and Technology Organization (NYSTAR) will proceed as planned on October 4 and 5. Executive Vice Provost Michael M. Crow will address the meeting in Albany.
At the federal level, annual funding bills for fiscal year 2002 (10/01/01-9/30/02) will be considered for final passage after the Administration and Congress agree upon the amount of available funding. The government continues to function with temporary spending bills. Reportedly, this amount will allow substantial increases in a number of budgets such as education and science and technology. There is a strong expectation that the only other bills that will be considered are the elementary and secondary education bill and improvements to mental health coverage. More funding and economic incentives may also be needed in the aftermath of the September 11 events.
A number of other policy proposals will likely affect university activities. Senator Dianne
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Legislative Update
Stuart Pimm 'Audits the World' in New Book
In his new book "The World According to Pimm: A Scientist Audits the Earth," Stuart Pimm forecasts that unless proactive measures are taken, 50% of the species on the earth will be on a path to extinction by the middle of the 21st century.
In the face of this grim assessment, Pimm, a professor in Columbia University's newlyformed department of Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Biology (E3B) and senior research scientist at the Center for Environmental Research and Conservation (CERC) at Columbia's Earth Institute, shows his optimism when he writes, "By the time you read the Epilogue you will know that our world is not doomed, it is not fatally wounded, but neither is it really healthy . . . it needs attention." If conservation of the top-ranked biodiversity hotspots around the world is given a high priority now, Pimm argues, humanity could avoid the loss of 20%-and perhaps much more-of the variety of life on Earth.
Pimm's research, like the mission of the Columbia Earth Institute itself, extends from basic science to the study of implications for decision makers in the real world. His research begins with a tabulation of species, their habitat and its rate of decline. To illustrate the numbers, "The World According to Pimm" takes readers on a tour from Hawaii to the Amazon, Australia to the Everglades. While reveling in the wonders of the natural world, Pimm raises and investigates pointed questions such as how can we understand accelerated extinction until we understand what "normal" extinction means, and how can we decide what population an ecosystem can bear until we understand the dynamics of that system's resources?
Pimm's overall focus is on human interactions in the environment. By describing how the natural world has been affected by human activity over timesometimes over hundreds or even thousands of years-Pimm aims to enable planners to address human needs in the future while remaining sensitive to the requirements of biodiversity. By acting responsibly to conserve so-called hotspots where species are particularly endangered, Pimm hopes we can avoid a mass extinction on a scale not seen since the time of the dinosaurs.
"Today Hawaii, tomorrow the world" is how Pimm describes the theme of his new book. Hawaii, once host to more unique species than the Galapagos, has been so changed since its colonization by Polynesians that few native plant or animal species survive except in upland forests that are still "marvelous and precious." While studying Hawaii, Pimm realized that as a scientist he had an obligation to try to save the remaining diversity, and not merely to watch it as it disappeared. Feinstein (D-CA) and Senator Kit Bond (R-MO) each have proposals to tighten immigration restrictions for temporary visa holders, including students. One proposal would impose a sixmonth moratorium on student visas to the United States. Antiterrorism proposals now before the House and Senate Judiciary Committee include provisions regarding access to student records, responsibilities of Internet Service providers and use of hazardous materials (biochemical agents). Columbia will be working with our colleague institutions on all of these issues in the future. A memorial service is planned for this fall.
Former Trustee Murray Dies
Archibald R. Murray served as University
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